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There were dissensions in the camp of the Muslim rulers also, mainly between the native
and the foreign Muslims. This gradually led to the dismemberment of the Bahmanl kingdom
into five smaller ones which are denoted as the 'Shahi kingdoms'. This dismemberment led
to a period of thaw which facilitated a reconcilation and a sincere approach for coexistence
between the Hindus and the Muslims in the beginning of the 16th century. Though even this
period of thaw was marred at times by outbursts of religious frenzy, circumstances forced
the Muslim states and the Vijayanagar kingdom, to co-exist, albeit unwillingly, for nearly two
centuries and to contribute in their respective ways to the cultural wealth of the country.
During the age of Vijayanagar, Andhra glory reached its zenith in every branch of fine arts,
relying mostly upon the traditional Hindu heritage but not excluding the best aspects of the
alien arts. Its prosperity, its architectural and sculptural wealth, and the degree of excellence
it achieved in literature and other fine arts, gained adulation from contemporary European
and West Asian visitors and diplomats. The Bahmanis and their successors, the Shahis, did
not lag behind. The Qutb Shahis of Golconda, who ruled over Telangana and some coastal
areas of Andhra at the time, worked for a synthesis of the Hindu and Muslim principles of
art. Trie kingdom flourished so well that 'Wealth of Golconda' became a proverbial phrase
synonymous with prosperity.
But this glory did not last long. Religious animosity and hatred, along with chauvinism,
gained an upper hand In the end. The united might of the Shahi kingdoms put an end
to Vijayanagar and its glory by 1565. However, this unity did not last long. The mutual
bickerings, rivalries and dissensions among various Muslim groups weakened these kingdoms
to such an extent that they could not withstand the onslaught of the Moghul army from the
north. One after the other, they were overrun by the Moghul armies. Golconda, the last to
lose its independence, was conquered by the Moghul army In 1687 and the glory that was
Golconda vanished into thin air.
But curiously enough, even the Moghul empire, in its attempt to extend its frontiers to
every corner of the subcontinent, outstretched Itself to such a perilous extent that it had to
lose all its vitality and dynamism to function as a cohesive unit. Following the death of
Aurangazeb in 1707, the empire began to disintegrate even before gaining a strong foothold
in the Andhra country. So, by the end of this age, we find the Telugu land, along with other
parts of the subcontinent, In a state of political anarchy and cultural decline.
A narration of the events that led to such a catastrophe has to start with an account of
the struggle for liberation.
Movement for Liberation
Though the Kakatiya kingdom was conquered and plundered by and annexed to the
Tughlak empire, the Andhra people - especially those in the rural areas - were not reconciled
to the new set-up. Uninhibited religous intolerance that guided the activities of the Invaders
alienated them from the people. To add to this, the system of administration Introduced by